248	THE POLAND OF PILSUDSKI
France and Germany made strong representations to Lithuania
respecting complying with the recommendations of the League of
Nations. In August the old Polish legionaries held their annual
reunion that year in Vilna, and the Lithuanian papers magnified
it into a concentration of a part of the Polish army in that city—
this drew a Note to Poland from Germany. Rumour said that
40,000 veterans would assemble in Vilna. Lithuania sent a com-
plaint to the League. Pilsudski, present at the reunion, delivered
a speech which he prefaced with the remark that Vilna would be
his theme, but that he would avoid saying a word hurtful to
peace or that would cause bitter feeling. Throughout an eloquent
address he never alluded to the conflict with Lithuania. The next
step of Voldemaras was to propose a fresh conference at Konigs-
berg, but when Zaleski replied that it would be more convenient
for him if the conference was held at Geneva a little before the
Assembly of the League in September, the Lithuanian statesman
demurred and finally said that it could not take place till after
the Assembly.
While these exchanges were proceeding, Zaleski went to Paris,
where he signed on August 27, 1928, as the representative of
Poland, the Briand-Kellogg Pact, a multilateral treaty popularly
said to "outlaw war," the other signatories representing the
Great Powers (including the United States, but not Soviet Rus-
sia), Belgium, and Czechoslovakia. Three days later the Council
of the League began its fifty-first session, Zaleski being present,
and the differences between Poland and Lithuania were discussed
on September 6 and 8. Beelaerts van Blokland reported that the
only progress achieved since the subject was last before the
Council was that a provisional arrangement had been made
granting facilities to people whose properties were cut across or
separated by the frontier. A conference between Poland and
Lithuania was arranged to take place in November at Konigs-
berg; it sat from November 6 to 9, and ended in failure.
During September negotiations were resumed between Poland
and Germany for a commercial treaty, but were almost* imme-
diately clouded by a speech of President Hindenburg, while on an
official tour of German Silesia, denouncing the attribution of

